
Queen Elisabeth Music Chapel 
Opening of a second piano section with Maria João Pires

Dans l’approche de la musique, en tant qu’interprète, on peut avoir tendance à saisir une 
oeuvre et l’interpréter à sa manière. Ou, à l’inverse, on peut aussi ne pas la saisir du tout, la lais-
ser telle qu’elle est et tenter de la rencontrer tout simplement. Je pense que le coté sacré de la 
musique, qui nous mène à un respect illimité, se trouve aussi dans l’enseignement. La relation 
élève-professeur doit être traitée avec un soin infiniment sensible, respectueux, léger et vrai.
M.J. Pires

The Queen Elisabeth Music Chapel has since 2004 continued to expand and develop its artistic 
program by involving prestigious masters in residence. In addition to the 4 disciplines avail-
able since 2004, piano with A.R. El Bacha, violin with A. Dumay, voice with J. van Dam and 
chamber music with the Artemis Quartet, it introduced a 5th discipline in 2011: cello with  
G. Hoffman. The Music Chapel has now decided to expand its piano department by opening a 
section under Maria João Pires. This exceptional Portuguese pianist is today one of the great 
name’s in the world’s musical firmament. She has developed her own methodology throughout 
her career in the service of young talents and is delighted at the idea of bringing her experience 
to bear in the Music Chapel. 

Biography

One of the finest musicians of her generation, Maria João Pires continues to transfix audiences 
with the spotless integrity, eloquence, and vitality of her art. She was born on the 23 July 1944 
in Lisbon and gave her first public performance in 1948. In Portugal she studied with Campos 
Coelho and Francine Benoit, later continuing her studies in Germany with Rosl Schmid and Karl 
Engel. Since 1970 she has dedicated herself to reflecting on the influence of art on life, com-
munity, and education, and in trying to develop new ways of implementing pedagogic theories 
within society. In the last 10 years she has held many workshops with students from all round 
the world, and has taken her philosophy and teaching to Japan, Brazil, Portugal, France, and 
Switzerland. In 2012 in addition to her chamber music concerts with the Brazilian cellist Anto-
nio Meneses, she appears with all the major European orchestras under the batons of Bernard 
Haitink, Claudio Abbado, and Riccardo Chailly, among others. A frequent visitor to Japan she 
returns there in spring 2013 with the London Symphony and Maestro Haitink. Maria João 
recorded with Erato for 15 years and subsequently, for the last 24 years, with Deutsche Gram-
mophon. Her discography is large and varied and includes Moonlight, featuring Beethoven so-
natas, Le Voyage Magnifique Schubert Impromptus, and the complete set of Chopin Nocturnes, 
together with chamber music and orchestral repertoire. Her latest recording, of two Mozart 
concertos conducted by Maestro Abbado, will be released in autumn 2012. 


